AASFAA SPRING CONFERENCE
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

April 9, 2008

Perdido Beach Resort

Orange Beach, Alabama

I.  Call to Order/President’s Report

President Ben Baker called the meeting to order at 1:25 p.m.  He welcomed some special guests who were in attendance—Mariana Deeken , Department of Education, Lisanne Masterson, SASFAA president and Bryan Erslan, Kentucky Higher Education Association.  President  Baker   reported that since our last meeting, he attended the SASFAA Conference February in Crystal City, Virginia and conducted a state association meeting there.  He also joined a delegation of AASFAA officers and members in traveling to the Alabama State Capitol on February 8, 2008 to witness Governor Bob Riley proclaim February 2008 as Financial Aid Awareness month in Alabama.  He then took the time to recognize the elected and appointed officers and committee members this year.  He pointed out that to serve an organization that represents all types of institutions, as well as lenders, government agencies, counselors and administrators from such a diverse background requires a variety of skills that are needed by several folks to produce the type of program our members require.  He urged the luncheon crowd to look at their program to see who their officers were and went on to say that our Board and our officers were meeting this challenge as is evidenced by the theme of our conference—“Embracing Ethical Standards and Celebrating Forty Years of Serving Students.”  He then called on Secretary Ann Little for her report, to be followed by the other elected officers.
II.  Officer’s Reports

Secretary Ann Little had two reports—the  first report concerned minutes from the Fall Conference in Auburn, Alabama.  The second report concerned minutes from a called business meeting held February 8, 2008 in Montgomery.  Those minutes have been posted on our website and were approved by the Executive Board yesterday.  There was also discussion on several new issues by the Board yesterday.  These discussions will be continued in future meetings.

Treasurer Phillip Nelson pointed out that a copy of the Association’s income and expenses were in the registration packets.  He also said that the expenditures of the Association were within the budget guidelines proposed by the Budget Committee and approved by the Executive Board.  This concluded his report and President Baker then called for a motion to accept it—Phillip Nelson made the motion, with Charles Markle seconding it.  The motion carried and was approved.  President Baker then asked for any discussion on the matter.  The question was called for, with no objection.  A vote was called for on the motion—the ayes had it and the report was accepted.
Vice President Andy Weaver reported that his responsibilities included chairing AASFAA’s Professional Development Committee which entails hosting the New Aid Officer’s Workshop held earlier today, and serving as the AASFAA representative on the SASFAA and NASFAA membership committees.
President-Elect Charles Markle reported that one of his major responsibilities was to serve as the conference chair and that the program represents the work of the conference committee and, for the most part, the program is my committee’s report.  He urged the luncheon crowd to please note the names of the committee members who have worked hard to present a quality program—their efforts deserve major credit.  He also gave additional credit to Sharon Williams, to all members of the Local Arrangements Committee, and to Lora Kiser, Vendor Coordinator, who solicited the funds necessary to present a quality program.

Past President Jonna  Baker  reported that her responsibilities include serving as AASFAA’s designated Parliamentarian, chairing the Awards and Recognition Committee, serving as our representative on SASFAA’s Nominations and Elections Committee, and chairing our Nominations and Elections Committee.  As chair of our own Nominations and Elections Committee, she announced the individuals who were recommended by committee members as officer nominees for next year.  They are as follows:

Secretary—Wanda Bass (Lurleen B. Wallace Community College)


        Lora Kiser (KHEAA)

Treasurer-Elect—Kevin Ammons (Enterprise-Ozark Community College)

                                 Christy Bulger (Reid State Technical College)

Vice President—Phillip Nelson (Auburn University)
                               Sharon Williams (Lawson State Community College)

President-Elect—Andy Weaver (university of Alabama, Huntsville)

Jonna then reported that all of these individuals met the eligibility requirements for elections and moved that the recommendations of the Nominations and Elections Committee be accepted.  President Baker  thanked  Jonna for her report and Dr. Wall seconded the motion.  The question was called for with no objection and all voted in favor of accepting the committee’s report and the recommendations were accepted.  President Baker stated that individual offices will now be voted on .  The nominees for Secretary are Wanda Bass and Lora Kiser.  There were no nominations from the floor and the aye votes had it.  The nominees for Treasurer-Elect are Kevin Ammons and Christy Bulger.  There were no nominations from the floor and the aye votes had it.  The nominees for Vice President are Phillip Nelson and Sharon Williams.  There were no nominees from the floor and the aye votes had it.  The nominee for President-elect is Andy Weaver.  There were no nominees from the floor and the aye votes had it.  President Baker indicated that the candidates will be given time to speak about their candidacy following committee reports.
III.  Committee Reports

ACHE Liaison Cheryl Newton reported on deadlines  and payments for a number of programs administered by the ACHE—ASAP, ASGP, ANGEAP, TSPAT and ATRIP.  She also reported that the proposed budget for the state grant aid programs with recommendation from the Governor for approval will be in line with the 2006-07 budget.

Diversity Chair Sam Casarez reported that his committee will give a presentation at the luncheon tomorrow on the Past, Present and Future of Diversity.

Legislative Relations-State Chair Clark Aldridge reported that nine bills have been introduced in this year’s legislative session that relate to student financial aid.  Thus far none have passed.

Legislative Relations-Federal Chair Doug Savage provided an in-depth report of activities on the federal level and urged everyone to take advantage of our listserv for federal updates.

Membership Chair Shannon Cross went over past and present membership statistics, as well as paid members, institutions represented and member both in state and out of state.

Policies and Procedures Chair Dr. Bill Wall reported the P & P manual is a work in progress and that he is working on job expectations for officers, electronic voting, scholarship criteria and vendor policies.

Program Committee Chair Sharon Williams wanted to thank everyone involved for making this another successful conference.

Public Relation/Photography Chair Joan Waters reported on the display at the AASFAA booth in the vendor area and the slide show that will take place at our banquet.
Special Projects Chair Deborah Byrd wanted to reiterate how special our 40th anniversary celebration was and how special the banquet will be.

Two-Year College Concerns Chair Joel Parris reported that his committee met in October 2007 during the Fall Conference and that several items were discussed that are detailed in length in his written report.

Vendor Coordinator Lora Kiser reported that we have 17 exhibitors present and for everyone to give them a big thanks for all their support.

President Baker thanked everyone for their reports and for their service to AASFAA.  He then asked if there was any “old business”  to come before the membership.  There being none, he asked if there was any “new business” to come before the membership.  There being none, he indicated that at this time our officer candidates would have time to speak to the membership and that in accordance with our policies and procedures, each speaker would have three minutes to address the membership.  Buddy Jackson was the appointed time keeper for this business session and that he would indicate when there was 30 seconds of time remaining and would signal when time would be up.

The first speakers were the candidates for Secretary—Wanda Bass and Lora Kiser.  Next up were the candidates for Treasurer-Elect—Kevin Ammons and Christy Bulger.  The next speakers were the candidates for Vice President—Phillip Nelson and Sharon Williams.  The final speaker was Andy Weaver, the candidate for President-Elect.
President Baker thanked all of the candidates for allowing their names to be placed in nomination and agreeing to serve our Association.  He said that voting would be done electronically and would be available today from 3:15 until 3:45 p.m. and would conclude on Thursday from 9-11:30 a.m. and 1:15-2 p.m.

At this time President Baker had the pleasure of presenting recognition plaques and/or gifts to all committee chairs who had given generously of their time and talents during the past year.  Dr. Bill Wall and Dee Talley joined President Baker in presenting these awards.  Each committee chair came forward to accept his or her award.  Afterward, they were given a huge round of applause for their service to AASFAA.

President Baker then recognized Local Arrangements Chair Donna Bass for any housekeeping announcements she needs to make but she had none at the moment.

President Baker announced the next session and adjourned the meeting at 2:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Ann Little

2007-08 AASFAA Secretary
